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COVID-19 5/13 Update  
  
Global 
Total cases – 4,289,269 
Total deaths – 293,515 
  
United States 
Total cases – 1,375,949 (1% increase from prior day) 
Total deaths – 82,806 (1% increase from prior day) 
Total # tests – 9,637,930 (3% increase from prior day) 
  
Administration 

• Three top U.S. health officials will rejoin White House meetings, ending a period of 

isolation after an adviser to Vice President Mike Pence tested positive for coronavirus 

last week. 

o Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Robert Redfield, Food and 

Drug Administration Commissioner Stephen Hahn and Anthony Fauci, the 

director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, will 

participate in meetings as long as they remain asymptomatic and are wearing 

face masks, according to a joint statement issued Tuesday. 

o The three began self-isolating after Pence’s spokeswoman, Katie Miller, tested 

positive last week. Pence leads the coronavirus task force. 

o “Providing that they are asymptomatic, screened, and monitored for fever and 

other symptoms, wear a face covering, and maintain a distance of at least six 

feet from others, Drs. Redfield, Hahn, and Fauci can and will participate in 

meetings on the White House complex when their attendance is needed,” the 

joint statement from the CDC, FDA and NIAID said, adding that the three are 

considered essential workers. 

• The U.S. Small Business Administration says it has approved $191.4 billion in loans out 

of the $320 billion that Congress authorized in the second round of the Paycheck 

Protection Program. 

o SBA says on its website it has processed 2.65 million applications from 5,428 

lenders as of 5pm Eastern time 

o Total is about $3.4 billion higher than on Sunday, the last time totals were 

released. 

o Average loan amount for second round is now $72,296 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248866
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program-ppp
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program-ppp
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• DOD, HHS award $138m contract to ApiJect Systems America as part of a plan to 

expand U.S. production capability for domestically manufactured, medical-grade 

injection devices. 

o Contract supports creating a high-speed supply chain for prefilled syringes, 

suitable for combating coronavirus when a vaccine becomes available, Defense 

Dept spokesman Lt. Col. Mike Andrews says in statement  

• Treasury Sec. Steven Mnuchin and Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell are scheduled 

to testify before the Senate Banking Cmte on May 19 about coronavirus relief spending. 

o Remote hearing will be conducted via WebEx, panel says in emailed statement 

• Due to Covid-19 disruptions, DHS is removing some limitations on H-2B workers who 

are “essential to the U.S. food supply chain,” according to a government filing. 

o Ruling applies to companies seeking to hire H-2B workers already in the U.S., or 

H-2B workers seeking to extend stay 

o The final rule is effective from May 14 through May 15, 2023 

• Makan Delrahim, the head of Justice Department’s antitrust division, tells CNBC that 

U.S. shouldn’t be using the crisis to block mergers and acquisitions. 

o Delrahim says that, just as in normal times, his division looks at whether the 

consumer will be worse off after a merger 

o NOTE: Democratic Sen.Elizabeth Warren and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

proposed to ban corporate mergers while the coronavirus crisis persists 

• The EPA has released a new web-based tool to help people identify disinfectant 

products best suited for their needs. 

o The Environmental Protection Agency also on Tuesday announced an expedited 

review process for new antimicrobial product submissions for review under the 

Pesticide Registration Improvement Act (PRIA). 

o The new web tool is based on information from EPA’s List N, a list of more than 

400 surface disinfectant products that meet the agency’s criteria for use against 

SARS-CoV-2, the novel human coronavirus that causes COVID-19. 

o The List N Tool allows users, including smartphones, to search for disinfectants 

according to a number of criteria, including the active ingredient, use site, 

contact time, or keyword. 

• The Canada-U.S. border may to stay shut to non-essential travel until June 21 amid the 

coronavirus outbreak, Globe & Mail reports, citing unidentified people with knowledge 

of the bilateral talks. 

• Canada proposed a 30-day roll over to the border closing 

https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2184808/dod-awards-138-million-contract-enabling-prefilled-syringes-for-future-covid-19/source/GovDelivery/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-10486.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5249471
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q9IBURT1UM0Y
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/expedited-review-pesticide-registration-improvement-act-pria-submissions
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/expedited-review-pesticide-registration-improvement-act-pria-submissions
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://cfpub.epa.gov/giwiz/disinfectants/index.cfm
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QA9LJ1MB2SJU
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• Derivatives brokerages, exchanges and clearinghouses should be prepared for the 

possibility that futures contracts will again trade with negative prices during the 

coronavirus pandemic, the Commodity Futures Trading Commission says Wednesday. 

o The CFTC says in staff advisory that it’s issuing statement to remind firms of 

“their obligations to assess changing market conditions and take appropriate 

measures in response as contracts approach expiration” 

o “We are issuing this advisory in the wake of unusually high volatility and negative 

pricing experienced in the May 2020 physically-delivered WTI contract, and 

related reference contracts,” CFTC says 

• FBI and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency issue warning to 

organizations researching coronavirus that they are likely targets for China’s cyber 

activity and network compromise. 

o Healthcare, pharmaceutical and research sectors working on the virus response 

should be aware they are the prime targets of this activity and take the 

necessary steps to protect their systems, according to the public service advisory  

• USDA on Tuesday authorized Ohio to provide extra nutrition benefits for low-income 

families with kids who normally qualify for subsidized school meals. There were roughly 

850,000 such children in Ohio during the 2019-20 school year, according to the 

department. (For those keeping score at home, half of all U.S. states are now approved 

to operate the pandemic program.) 

• To ensure homeowners and renters have the most up to date and accurate housing 

assistance information during the COVID-19 national emergency, today the Consumer 

Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA), and the 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) launched the new mortgage 

and housing assistance website, cfpb.gov/housing. (HERE 

• The Federal Reserve Board on Tuesday announced additional information regarding 

borrower and collateral eligibility criteria for the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan 

Facility (TALF). The facility was announced on March 23 as part of an initiative to 

support the flow of credit to U.S. consumers and businesses. To help ensure that U.S. 

consumers and businesses remain able to access credit at affordable terms, TALF 

initially will make up to $100 billion of loans available. (HERE) 

• The Internal Revenue Service released guidance to allow temporary changes to section 

125 cafeteria plans. These changes extend the claims period for health flexible spending 

arrangements (FSAs) and dependent care assistance programs and allow taxpayers to 

make mid-year changes. (HERE) 

https://www.cisa.gov/publication/fbi-cisa-psa-prc-targeting-covid-19-research-organizations
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=a257b8a5f1cd28d0c163786c8131f845a948e8fb30fb3a662da364f036c89bda3a73b33c451bee987aeb9a2e42261176
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=a257b8a5f1cd28d0c163786c8131f845a948e8fb30fb3a662da364f036c89bda3a73b33c451bee987aeb9a2e42261176
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_063
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200512a.htm
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-provides-tax-relief-through-increased-flexibility-for-taxpayers-in-section-125-cafeteria-plans
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• The Internal Revenue Service issued proposed regulations under the Tax Cuts and Jobs 

Act (TCJA) that provide guidance to taxpayers and governments with respect to fines, 

penalties and certain other amounts. (HERE) 

• The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) today approved a notice of proposed 

rulemaking that would mitigate the deposit insurance assessment effects of 

participating in the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) established by the U.S. Small 

Business Administration (SBA) and the Paycheck Protection Program Lending Facility 

(PPPLF) and Money Market Mutual Fund Liquidity Facility (MMLF) established by the 

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. (HERE) 

• The Trump Administration proposed changes for acute care and long term care 

hospitals that build on the progress made over the last three years and further the 

CMS’s priority to transform the healthcare delivery system through competition and 

innovation while providing patients with better value and results. (HERE) 

• During COVID-19, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration will continue to utilize and 

implement additional alternative inspection tools and approaches while postponing 

domestic and foreign routine surveillance inspections. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Food and Drug Administration took important actions to help accelerate the 

development of prevention and treatment options for COVID-19 by providing new 

guidance with recommendations for innovators and researchers conducting work in this 

area. (HERE) 

o FDA Daily Roundup - May 11, 2020 (HERE) 

• As public aquatic venues open in some areas, CDC offers the following considerations 

for the safety of those who operate, manage, and use public pools, hot tubs, and water 

playgrounds. (HERE) 

• Weekly Update: DHS Response to COVID-19 (HERE) 

• FEMA announce Emergency Food and Shelter Programs funding for South Carolina, 

North Carolina, Mississippi, and Tennessee 

o With the FY 2019 and CARES Act funding, and the FY 2020 funding of $125 

million that will be allocated to jurisdictions later this year, the total aid 

disbursed in the EFSP’s 38-year history will be more than $5 billion. 

• U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao today announced two additional steps 

by the Department regarding airline service obligations and consumer protections in 

response to the COVID-19 public health emergency and to assist the Nation’s economic 

recovery. (HERE) 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/13/2020-08649/denial-of-deduction-for-certain-fines-penalties-and-other-amounts-information-with-respect-to
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-provides-guidance-on-the-deductibility-and-reporting-of-certain-amounts-paid-to-or-at-the-direction-of-governments
https://www.fdic.gov/news/news/press/2020/pr20059.html
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-builds-commitment-transform-healthcare-through-competition-and-innovation
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-updates-surveillance-inspections-during-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-new-actions-accelerate-development-novel-prevention-treatment
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-daily-roundup-may-11-2020
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/parks-rec/aquatic-venues.html
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/05/11/weekly-update-dhs-response-covid-19
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-announce-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-south-carolina
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-north-carolina
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-mississippi
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-tennessee
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-department-transportation-announces-two-air-service-notices-impacting-airlines-and
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• This SAFO cancels and replaces SAFO 20003 and provides updated interim occupational 

health and safety guidance by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and 

the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for air carriers and crewmembers regarding 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor today issued targeted guidance and reminders that 

provide states with details regarding required integrity functions for their regular 

unemployment compensation programs, as well as those authorized by Pandemic 

Unemployment Assistance, Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation and 

Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 

Economic Security (CARES) Act, in UIPL 23-20. The guidance aims to help states guard 

against fraud and abuse of their unemployment insurance systems.   (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced Ohio has been approved 

to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT), a new program authorized by the 

Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), signed by President Trump, which 

provides assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-price meals 

dealing with school closures. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced that USDA is investing 

$3.3 million to provide broadband service in unserved and underserved rural areas in 

South Dakota. This investment is part of USDA’s round one investments through 

the ReConnect Pilot Program. (HERE) 

• Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released its List N Tool, a new 

web-based application (app) that allows smart phone users and others to quickly 

identify disinfectant products that meet EPA’s criteria for use against SARS-CoV-2, the 

virus that causes COVID-19. The agency also announced new actions to ensure that new 

disinfectant products that are safe and effective to use against SARS-CoV-2 can be 

added to EPA’s List N: Disinfectants for Use Against SARS-CoV-2 as quickly as possible. 

(HERE) 

• Airmen assigned to the 62nd Aerial Port Squadron operating out of the Seattle-Tacoma 

International Airport's Air Mobility Command passenger terminal have implemented 

new procedures to ensure the safety of their workers and the passengers who are 

traveling during the pandemic. (HERE) 

  
Capitol Hill 

• House Democrats’ $3 trillion coronavirus response bill would expand on some CARES 

Act provisions: boosting unemployment insurance and direct payments, sending roughly 

https://www.faa.gov/other_visit/aviation_industry/airline_operators/airline_safety/safo/all_safos/media/2020/SAFO20009.pdf
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=4621
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200511-1
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/12/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-ohio
https://www.usda.gov/reconnect
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/12/usda-invests-33-million-high-speed-broadband-rural-south-dakota
https://cfpub.epa.gov/giwiz/disinfectants/index.cfm
https://cfpub.epa.gov/giwiz/disinfectants/index.cfm
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-makes-it-easier-consumers-find-safe-effective-disinfectant-products-use-against
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2182848/air-force-implements-covid-19-screenings-at-seattle-airport/
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$1 trillion to state and local governments, and adding a variety of other measures. But 

Senate Republicans quickly rejected the opening offer.  

o Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) called the Heroes Act (H.R. 

6800) “aspirational” and said several times he doesn’t plan to act immediately 

on another round of stimulus legislation. 

• House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) said the chamber will vote on the bill 

Friday.  

• McConnell has said he doesn’t want the federal government to bail out states that have 

mismanaged their own funds, pointing specifically to Democratic-majority states. Eight 

members of the Republican Study Committee, led by Rep. Jim Banks (R-Ind.), also sent a 

letter to congressional leaders yesterday saying they oppose “recent proposals to send 

direct federal funding to state and local governments without restriction for purposes 

unrelated to fighting the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

• House Democratic leaders omitted drug pricing changes from a new, $3 trillion stimulus 

measure, signaling that coronavirus-related legislation won’t address a main policy 

priority of their caucus. 

• Some senior Democrats and consumer advocacy groups have sought to include in every 

one of the five coronavirus packages introduced in the House this year “anti-

profiteering” language aimed at denying pharmaceutical companies exclusive rights to 

produce Covid-19 vaccines or treatments and measures to prohibit high prices for the 

medicines. 

• House Democrats unveiled their wish list for spending billions of dollars on 

telecommunications for Americans hurt by the coronavirus, though top Republicans said 

the plan is going nowhere.  

o The Democratic bill would appropriate $4 billion to create an “Emergency 

Broadband Connectivity Fund” to subsidize internet access for families, would 

increase aid for Wi-Fi hotspots, and lower the cost of phone calls from prisons. 

o The proposal deserves “strong, bipartisan support,” according to a statement 

from House Energy and Commerce Chairman Frank Pallone (D-N.J.) and Rep. 

Mike Doyle (D-Pa.), chairman of the Communications and Technology 

Subcommittee. 

• Rep. Greg Walden (R-Ore.), the ranking member of the committee Pallone leads, said in 

a statement that Democrats “wasted time writing an 1,815 page spending manifesto” 

rather than work with Republicans on a plan. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB327
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1689579
https://rsc-johnson.house.gov/sites/republicanstudycommittee.house.gov/files/documents/05122020%20RSC%20BSTF%20Letter.pdf
https://aboutblaw.com/QNK
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB393
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB483
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB462
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• The Democrats’ $4 billion broadband fund would provide $50 monthly discounts to 

households in which someone receives school lunch subsidies or experienced a 

substantial loss of income since Feb. 29. The fund would also provide $75 monthly 

discounts to people on Tribal lands.  

o The plan would require wireless carriers in the Federal Communications 

Commission’s Lifeline program, which provides a monthly $9.25 discount for 

low-income subscribers, to offer unlimited minutes and and data usage.  

o It would authorize $1.5 billion to pay for Wi-Fi hotspots, internet routers, laptops 

and other tools for distance learning. Those funds would be dispersed through 

the FCC’s E-Rate program.  

o The measure would scrap a requirement that the FCC auction off a swath of 

airwaves, known as the T-band, that police and fire departments across the 

country use for radio communications systems. 

o The bill would also approve $24 million to help the FCC collect more accurate 

and granular broadband-access data, a measure backed by U.S. Telecom, a trade 

group for major phone companies.  

o That funding would help FCC implement the Broadband DATA Act (Public Law 

116–130) that was signed into law in March. 

o The bill would designate 9-8-8 as a national suicide prevention hotline number 

and lower the cost of in-state and out-of-state voice and video calls from prison. 

• The FCC’s Rural Health Care Program, which provides discounts on providers’ broadband 

service, would see a temporary $2 billion funding increase.  

• The bill includes language from the Covid-19 Price Gouging Prevention Act (H.R. 6472), 

by Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.).  

o That proposal would give the Federal Trade Commission authority to go after 

sellers who set “unconscionably excessive” prices during the pandemic. 

• Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi today criticized the Trump administration's pledge 

to provide the nation with at least 40 to 50 million coronavirus tests per month by 

September, if necessary, saying it was inadequate. 

o "No," she replied when asked by CNN's Jake Tapper if she was satisfied by the 

pledge made by Assistant Secretary for Health Admiral Dr. Brett Giroir this 

morning during a Senate hearing. "You have to do much more than that, and I 

think they know that.”  

• Dr. Anthony Fauci, a key member of the White House's coronavirus task force, warned 

senators Tuesday that states and cities face serious consequences if they open up too 

https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6701914694433374448
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6701914694433374448
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6813271235869016099
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248958
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/05/12/politics/fauci-trump-coronavirus-senate-hearing/index.html
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quickly, urging states not to reopen until they know they have the capabilities to handle 

an inevitable uptick in cases once they relax stay-at-home orders. 

o In a high-profile hearing where witnesses and many lawmakers joined via video 

conference, Fauci also told a Senate committee on Tuesday it was a "bridge too 

far" for schools to expect a vaccine or widely available treatment for Covid-19 by 

the time students return to campuses in the fall, though he expressed optimism 

a vaccine would be developed in the next year or two. 

• Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie, along with other department officials, will 

testify May 19 before the House Appropriations Military Construction-VA 

Subcommittee on the department’s response to the coronavirus. There are reports that 

the department has treated veterans who tested positive for Covid-19 with the malaria 

drug hydroxychloroquine, despite risks involved with the drug. 

• Congressional Republicans have made liability protection for employers a 

nonnegotiable demand in any new coronavirus stimulus, but Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-

S.C.), an ally of Trump, says regulators have a role to play in the workplace. The 

government must “tell the employers what they need to do to protect the workers and 

hold them accountable if they don’t,” Graham, the chairman of the Judiciary 

Committee, said at a hearing of his panel yesterday. 

o Witnesses told the senators that federal guidelines that have been blocked by 

the Trump administration will be crucial to getting employees back to work and 

preventing their bosses from being sued. 

• The Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee is holding a hearing 

today on the state of broadband connectivity during the Covid-19 pandemic. Witnesses 

include Jonathan Spalter, president and CEO of USTelecom, a trade group representing 

communication companies including AT&T, Verizon, Ericsson and Twilio, who spoke 

with Bloomberg Government ahead of the hearing. 

o Spalter said the telecom industry has been successful during the pandemic in 

“supporting our citizens and our enterprises as we’ve moved toward home.” 

However, he said there are “specific and immediate” steps that Congress can 

take to help put the digital divide in broadband access “firmly in our rear view 

mirror.” 

o He applauded the formal introduction yesterday of the Emergency Educational 

Connections Act (S. 3690) from Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.), which seeks to 

appropriate $4 billion to help connect K-12 students with Wi-Fi hotspots at home 

during the pandemic. 

https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/5/the-state-of-broadband-amid-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Emergency%20Educational%20Connections%20Act%20of%202020.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247849
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o Other hearing witnesses include the Competitive Carriers Association, NTCA - 

The Rural Broadband Association, and Public Knowledge. 

• Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) introduced the Continuing Online Networking, Negating 

Economic Conditions on Technology (CONNECT) At Home Act yesterday along with Sens. 

Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and Ron Wyden (D-Ore.). The bill would institute a moratorium on 

internet service and phone service terminations during the coronavirus pandemic and 

for 180-days after it ends. 

• Rep. Yvette Clarke (D-N,Y.), Wyden and 11 other lawmakers sent a letter to House and 

Senate leadership asking for any forthcoming economic stimulus package to include 

language that would require health care providers and large businesses receiving federal 

funding to provide assurances that they have conducted bias testing on any artificial 

intelligence systems they plan to deploy. 

• Water utilities would be barred from cutting off drinking water access during the 

coronavirus pandemic under the spending package 

o House Energy and Commerce Committee Democrats said they pushed for the 

prohibition, which would require states and utilities receiving federal emergency 

funds to adopt policies barring such shut-offs.  

• Senate Republicans discussed with President Trump plans to allow states and local 

governments more flexibility in the use of their existing Cares Act funds amid the 

pandemic, Senator John Kennedy says. 

o “I thought our meeting today was very positive as we discussed how we could 

give state and local governments crucial flexibility to help their communities 

using money they already have,” said Kennedy, who attended the session with 

Sens. Marsha Blackburn, John Boozman, Cory Gardner, Martha McSally, Tim 

Scott and Dan Sullivan 

o Kennedy says attendees also included Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, White 

House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows, and Senior AdvisorJared Kushner  

o Kennedy says a plan he is sponsoring would allow states and local governments 

to use funding from that act for operating expenses unrelated to the coronavirus 

but would not permit it to be used for shoring up pension funds 

• Republican Sen.Mike Braun blocked an effort by Senate Democratic leader Chuck 

Schumer to pass a resolution supporting the release of CDC guidance on reopening that 

the Trump administration has blocked. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247722
https://www.merkley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Connect%20At%20Home%20Act%2020.05.12.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247094
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB26958
http://clarke.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/AI-Bias-Letter_Final.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1689591
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB7500
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB11282
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB11411
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB147835
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248022
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248022
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB86854
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB127983
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB42471011
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247555
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247555
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o Braun says the CDC guidance is “overly prescriptive” and regulators at the 

agency will bog down the economy; he accused Democrats of wanting the keep 

the economy shuttered 

o Schumer says President Trump can’t be trusted to tell the truth about the 

coronavirus and everyone wants the economy and country to reopen 

• Legislation by five Senate Democrats would require struggling U.S. airlines to give 

customers full cash refunds for any flight canceled during the coronavirus outbreak. 

o Third-party ticket sellers would also have to offer cash refunds under the bill 

introduced by Sens. Ed Markey, Elizabeth Warren, Richard Blumenthal, Chris 

Murphy, and Kamala Harris  

o Currently, airlines must refund cost of tickets if they cancel or significantly 

disrupt schedule, but not if customers themselves opt not to fly 

o The Transportation Dept has twice warned airlines they must offer cash in cases 

of grounded flights and not be deceptive 

o Airlines for America, an industry trade group, says its members are following the 

law and that requiring additional refunds would bankrupt carriers 

• The Federal Reserve and Treasury Dept should restrict big companies that get bailout 

funds from pursuing mergers and acquisitions that could hurt small businesses, 

Sen.Elizabeth Warren and other Democrats say. 

o Small and medium-sized businesses struggling because of the pandemic are easy 

targets for “cheap, predatory takeovers,” the lawmakers write to Treasury Sec. 

Steven Mnuchin and Fed Chair Jerome Powell  

o Federal aid isn’t meant for acquisitions by “very large firms best positioned to 

weather this crisis,” says letter from Warren, Sen.Amy Klobuchar and House 

Antitrust subcommittee Chairman David Cicilline  

• The massive relief package proposed by House Democrats on Tuesday looks to boost 

airline worker protections in part by altering the conditions of the stimulus law enacted 

in March, which included billions for airlines to keep paying workers. The new draft bill 

would make it so airlines couldn't lay off workers as long as they're still utilizing the 

money they received from the CARES Act. Under the law as it stands now, involuntary 

layoffs could begin as soon as Sept. 30.  

• The HEROES Act includes a broad transportation mask requirement, mandating that 

airlines, Amtrak and big city transit agencies require their customers to wear face 

coverings while aboard. Most airlines, the railroad and many transit agencies already 

have such requirements themselves, but Democratic lawmakers and some labor unions 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247849
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5249471
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247825
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247253
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247253
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248975
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q8G60IT0AFBR
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5249471
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020.05.13%20Letter%20to%20the%20Federal%20Reserve%20and%20Treasury%20Department%20urging%20them%20to%20use%20their%20authority%20under%20the%20CARES%20Act%20to%20restr.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB27037
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5249269
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=96dc3354da4f0d87209b48b8480cc7554843e4ae22cf4102f086dcbc0ee2bc10f9459e65a90606e4527b0af8c3c60f42
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=ac9ca0a4f8290a9f129a7d5af843e8e9d4c5fe26915f198560a65f5aced0587a9766b60e46545c96ba38069be16b04a8
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have been pushing for a federal requirement to ensure consistency. All three would also 

have to give masks, gloves, hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes to workers who 

interact with passengers. 

• The bill would allocate $15 billion for state DOTs to keep workers on and continue 

infrastructure projects. It would also give more than $15 billion to public transit grants, 

including $750 million in DOT grant funding for some rural intercity bus service 

providers.  

• The bill also offers a host of election security-related provisions : $3.6 billion for election 

administration pandemic prep; a ban on returning ballots electronically; $20 million for 

risk limiting audits; and a loosening of strings tied to previous grants. But that’s not all. 

o The Technology Modernization Fund would get $1 billion. Democrats proposed 

$3 billion last time. However, while the legislation would dedicate nearly $1 

trillion to state and local governments to replace revenue shortfalls , it would not 

provide explicit funding for state and local IT modernization or cybersecurity 

expenses sought by key House Democratic cyber leaders. But it would require 

the Health and Human Services Department to issue guidance on privacy and 

cybersecurity protections for Covid-19 contact tracing, containment and 

mitigation. 

• Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-TX), who chairs House Ways and Means health subcommittee, is 

demanding to see the formula used by the federal government to ration remdesivir, an 

experimental drug shown to speed the recovery of coronavirus patients. 

o Rep. Doggett said on Tuesday that the government’s “distribution of remdesivir 

seems akin to winning the lottery — a random stroke of luck rather than a 

medically-informed decision.” 

o His comments came in a letter addressed to US Health and Human Services 

Secretary Alex Azar, whose agency is distributing the drug. HHS has said the 

United States has enough remdesivir for about 78,000 hospitalized patients, but 

officials have never said how they’re deciding who gets the drug – and how 

much. 

o In his letter, Doggett explicitly asked Azar to provide the “formula HHS used to 

determine which states would receive how many doses of remdesivir and the 

delivery schedule for these doses.” 

State/Local 

• Washington State has nearly 1,400 trained contact tracing personnel who are beginning 

to contact each new person who tests positive for the novel coronavirus, in an effort to 

http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=f5c29579257e338cfaadbd69c01452c8c2d33b4530d0952acd3115c3bddd79dd61fd97c63dac688611b33e38dd1876b9
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=f5c29579257e338c33e438b60fd3f92f2dc57c88eb1ad6815ed2cee572520bc3bc254f96c206451134a81a54ed36751c
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=f5c29579257e338c33e438b60fd3f92f2dc57c88eb1ad6815ed2cee572520bc3bc254f96c206451134a81a54ed36751c
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track down other people who they’ve potentially infected, as the state moves to its next 

step of trying to limit the spread of the virus, Gov. Jay Inslee said Tuesday. 

o The newly trained brigade of contact tracers are part of what Inslee called a 

three-pronged approach to locking down the virus: broad-based testing, 

isolation and contact tracing. 

o When a person tests positive, they will receive a phone call from a contact 

tracer, Inslee said. The tracer will ask where the person has gone and who 

they’ve been in contact with. They’ll then call those people, telling them they’ve 

been in contact with someone who tested positive, and asking them to 

quarantine until they can be tested themselves and test negative. 

• The New York State Attorney General is calling on the NYPD to “better address the 

department's apparent unequal enforcement of social distancing rules,” throughout the 

city. 

o Attorney General Letitia James is “looking into the matter” and has requested 

various enforcement data from the NYPD. 

o The AG’s announcement “follows recent reports and videos of aggressive 

enforcement tactics by the NYPD in black and Hispanic neighborhoods, which 

provides a stark contrast to reports of police response to social distancing rules 

in predominantly white neighborhoods,” the release said.  

• Elective surgeries can resume in 12 more counties, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

announced Wednesday at a press briefing 

• Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp issued a new order that live performance venues, bars and 

nightclubs must remain closed through May 31. 

o "We will take whatever action is necessary to protect the lives and the 

livelihoods of all Georgians," he said. 

o The order will also allow 10 people per 300 square feet in a public space, such as 

restaurants and dining rooms, and allow the size per table from six to 10 people. 

o The order will also allow the increase of a childcare facility from "10 to 20 people 

so long as the staff-to-child ratio set by the Department of Early Care and 

Learning are also maintained," he said. 

o Kemp also announced that "starting May 14, summer day camps are allowed to 

operate if they can meet 32 minimum, mandatory criteria," and that they "are 

not allowing overnight summer camps in Georgia at this time." 

• Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey will allow professional sporting events in the state starting on 

Friday. 
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o So far, none of the major US sports leagues have announced when their events 

will resume.  

o Gyms and fitness centers will also be allowed to reopen with special precautions 

starting Wednesday. 

o The governor also announced that the stay-at-home order will be allowed to 

expire on Friday, but residents are advised to continue social distancing.  

• The California State University system plans to cancel nearly all in-person classes 

through the fall semester to reduce spread of coronavirus. The CSU system is the 

nation’s largest four-year public university system with a total enrollment of more than 

480,000 students. 

• New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell announced Tuesday that the city would reopen in 

a "very slow" manner starting May 16.  

o In phase one, Cantrell said, the city is mandating residents to wear face covering 

in public.  

o Churches will be allowed to open at 25% capacity or at 100 people.  

o Gyms can open under 25% occupancy without group activities. Personal training 

is approved in this initial phase, Cantrell said.  

o As for restaurants, the mayor emphasized the importance of contact tracing. She 

said restaurants would need reservations, so they can have a log for contact 

tracing. 

o Close contact businesses, such as spas, massage parlors and tattoo shops, will 

not be allowed to reopen in phase one, Cantrell said.  

• Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp said the Department of Public Health "plans to have 1,000 

staff deployed in the weeks ahead." 

o He said there's "nearly 250 staff in the field today" contact tracing.. 

o Kemp announced an online tool that officials are calling the "Healthy Georgia 

Collaborative," which will "streamline contact tracing across the state." The tool 

will allow "Georgians to identify contacts and monitor symptoms." 

o Kemp encouraged anyone who is contacted by Department of Public Health staff 

to participate. 

• Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti spoke to CNN's Jake Tapper following a report that the 

county is likely to remain under some sort of stay-at-home order for months. 

o The mayor said he wants to "reassure" residents that this doesn't mean "we'll 

stay exactly as we are for three more months." 
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• North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper said Tuesday that he is honoring people’s First 

Amendment rights to freedom of religion and has given permission for outside services 

of more than 10 people if there is social distancing.  

o “What we’re hoping is that ministers and church leaders will put the health of 

their congregations at the head of their thinking in consideration of each other, 

realizing that it is still dangerous to hold indoor services,” Cooper said.    

• Los Angeles County’s stay-home orders will with all certainty be extended for the next 

three months to reduce the spread of the coronavirus, L.A. County Public Health 

Director Barbara Ferrer predicted Tuesday during a Board of Supervisors meeting, the 

Los Angeles Times reported. 

o Ferrer’s comments came as the county board debated whether to extend its 

temporary ban on evictions for one to three months and one day before the 

county reopens beaches to the public for physical activities. 

• The New York City Council is set to limit the fees apps such as Grubhub and Uber Eats 

can charge restaurants to facilitate deliveries, the New York Post reports. 

o The so-called emergency legislation is expected to pass Wednesday and would 

cap commission fees apps can charge restaurants at 20 percent during any 

government-ordered state of emergency, such as the current coronavirus 

pandemic, the Post reports, not citing sources 

o A cap would limit the apps from charging more than 15 percent per order for 

delivery and ordering services. The apps also could charge no more than 5 

percent for other types of fees, including for marketing and credit-card 

processing, the Post says 

o The proposed 20 percent cap is above the previous 10 percent cap some on the 

council had proposed 

o The New York State Liquor Authority continues to weigh its own rules, a possible 

10 percent cap on delivery fees for restaurants that hold a liquor license, the 

Post reports, citing unidentified sources 

• New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said that his goal is a full reopening of schools in 

September but added that there will be “different types of options if we don’t feel it’s 

safe to open schools fully.” 

o De Blasio noted that with September still four months away, “let’s not discount 

the element of time here, what is the world going to look like when you get to 

July and August, when we will be making the ultimate decisions and they will be 

based on the facts.” 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QA9VD7DWX2Q0
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• D.C’s stay-at-home order has been extended until June 8, Mayor Muriel Bowser 

announced Wednesday. 

o “I should note that, based on the data, I can revise this order at any time to 

reflect a phased reopening, if the data suggests that we can do that,” she said. 

• New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio is expanding the open streets initiative in the city to 

assist with social distancing, adding 12 more miles tomorrow for pedestrians to the 

already 9 miles allocated in the city. 

o Starting tomorrow, the city will open throughout the boroughs... 

o 1.3 miles with local partners (business improvement districts) 

o 7.6 miles with local police precincts 

o 2.8 miles adjacent to parks 

  
International 

• On Wednesday the European Union unveiled an action plan to get its internal borders 

reopening, safely fire up its hospitality sector and to revive rail, road, air and sea 

connections that have been strangled during the pandemic. 

o The plan includes proposals for permitting special "green corridors" or "travel 

bubbles" that would allow certain countries with low or sharply declining 

infection rates to open up to a select few destinations until borders are fully 

reopened. 

o Regarding hotels, the commissioner said measures, such as disinfection and 

social distancing, "can be observed easily but the risk is taken by the traveler in 

the end because no one can guarantee [safety]". 

o As for plane and train travel, Valen said the EU is recommending the use of 

masks and physical distancing "as a matter of principle". However, she added, 

that might not be possible from an economic point-of-view on a plane. "A flight 

cannot observe 2 meters between passengers because it won't be worth it to fly 

that route," she said. 

o The commissioner added that the so-called travel bubbles will depend on the 

decision taken on a national level. Regarding EU-wide travel guidelines, she said 

the bloc is aiming for the measures to be "proportionate and not discriminatory 

and applied the same way all over Europe". 

• Iceland expects to start lifting restrictions on international arrivals to the country "no 

later than June 15," the government said in a statement on Tuesday.  
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o Travelers will likely have to choose between being tested for Covid-19 or a two-

week quarantine upon arrival. All arrivals will also be required to use the official 

tracing app during their stay. 

• Austria will start relaxing border controls, but those along the Austrian-Italian border 

would remain in place for the time being, Sebastian Kurz the Austrian Chancellor said at 

a government press conference in Vienna on Wednesday.   

• German Interior Minister Horst Seehofer has said the country is hoping for unrestricted 

travel within the European Union by June 15. 

o Speaking to journalists in Berlin, Seehofer said Germany had agreed with France, 

Austria and Switzerland to ease gradually its border controls, with the goal to 

completely end the restrictions by June 15. 

o Germany's federal police opened five border crossings between the state 

of Bavaria and Austria on Wednesday. 

o The country will further relax some border controls starting on Saturday, which 

were introduced in March to slow the spread of coronavirus. 

• Schools and universities in Beijing will reopen in June, according to Beijing Municipal 

Health Commission Spokesperson Li Yi. 

o Middle school students in certain grades will be allowed to resume classes on 

June 1. A start date for elementary school students in the first to third grade is 

yet to be confirmed but those in the fourth and fifth grade will be allowed to 

resume classes on June 8. 

• Sweden announced it is extending “advice against all nonessential travel to all 

countries” until July 15, according to the country's Foreign Affairs Ministry 

• Saudi Arabia has announced a new 24-hour nationwide curfew starting May 23 and 

during Eid holidays to control the spread of coronavirus, state-news agency SPA said on 

Tuesday quoting the Ministry of Interior. 

Other 

• Semester at Sea, a college study abroad program, announced that it is canceling its 

program in the fall of 2020 due to coronavirus concerns and travel restrictions. 

• USA Gymnastics has announced Tuesday that it will not hold this year’s US Gymnastics 

Championships, in addition to other events scheduled for 2020. 

o According to a statement on its website, the deferred events include the GK US 

Classic, the US Gymnastics Championships (for women’s and men’s artistic 
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gymnastics) and the USA Gymnastics Championships (for rhythmic gymnastics, 

trampoline and tumbling, and acrobatic gymnastics). 

• Thermo Fisher Scientific says it plans to develop a total antibodies test in collaboration 

with WuXi Diagnostics and Mayo Clinic, and seek U.S. FDA Emergency Use Authorization 

(EUA) and international regulatory authorizations over the next few weeks. 

o New serology test will complement Thermo Fisher’s TaqPath COVID-19 

molecular diagnostic test 

• Facebook said it has removed 2.5 million posts since March 1 offering masks, sanitizers, 

cleaning wipes and Covid-19 test kits, in an attempt to prevent users from price-gouging 

or selling counterfeit and dangerous products. To do it, the social media company relied 

on the same image-recognition technology it uses to remove sales of guns and drugs. 

Facebook has had to quickly train its artificial intelligence to handle an increase in 

coronavirus content that violates company policies, including hundreds of thousands of 

posts removed for displaying information that could lead to physical harm, like 

encouraging users to drink bleach as a cure 

• A coalition of some 300 representatives from companies such as Dow, Microsoft, Nike, 

Visa, General Mills, Mars, and Salesforce will hold roughly 80 virtual meetings with 

House and Senate lawmakers today to push for a “climate-smart recovery” as the 

economy slowly reopens, Stephen Lee reports. The companies will ask the legislators to 

support a price on carbon, a faster transition to a net-zero economy by 2050, and more 

investment in resilient infrastructure. 

o The asks weren’t part of the latest House coronavirus stimulus bill, but could be 

included in a future legislative package, along with emergency response funds 

for local communities’ waste and wastewater infrastructure, Rep. Kathy Castor 

(D-Fla.), chairwoman of the House Select Committee on the Climate Crisis, told 

reporters yesterday.  

• Nasdaq Inc. staff’s return to the office will probably be voluntary for the foreseeable 

future, Chief Executive Officer Adena Friedman said. The exchange operator surveyed 

employees about how comfortable they’d be with coming back, under certain 

conditions, and the vast majority said they’d prefer to keep working from home and 

wait to see how the recovery from the coronavirus pandemic progresses. 

o “We have the luxury of patience -- we have the ability to work from home very 

effectively,” Friedman said in a Bloomberg Television interview with David 

Rubenstein, co-founder of Carlyle Group Inc. “We will ask people if they want to 

come back voluntarily, and if they feel they can do it in a safe way, then we 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB26934
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would like to start to reopen offices to give them that flexibility. But we then will 

put a whole lot of protocols in place inside the offices to make sure they stay 

safe.” 

• American, Delta Air Lines and United are expecting their flight attendants to urge, but 

not compel, passengers to wear face coverings on board, Reuters scooped on Tuesday. 

Airline employees could deny boarding at gates and are giving masks to travelers who 

don't have their own.  

• The Sustainable Food Policy Alliance, a coalition including major food brands like Mars, 

Danone, Nestlé and Unilever, is asking the Trump administration to give food and ag 

workers priority access to coronavirus testing, protective gear and eventually vaccines 

(after other essential workers like first responders and health care employees). Read the 

letter. 
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